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ABSTRACT
The be gin nings of phar macy in Puławy are as so ci ated with the fam ily of the Czar to ryski princes. They es tab lished the phar macy “Pod
Gwi azdą” in 1792, and Fran ciszek Ksaw ery Wa si lewski, Pi otr Gar ski and Ig nacy Adam Mikołajewicz worked in it as phar ma cists. The
first pub lic phar macy in Puławy was es tab lished by Wil helm Treut ler in 1847. Wil helm’s son, Rysz ard, took it over in 1880, and in 1926,
the phar macy “Pod Gwi azdą” was pur chased by Zyg munt Kwi at kowski. The sec ond pub lic phar macy in Puławy was set- up by Fran -
ciszek Roch Cy fracki, who was the mayor of this city from 1916 to 1918. This phar macy was bought by Zyg munt Gawdzik in 1936. He ran
it til out break of the Sec ond World War, when he re turned to the col ours and was mur dered by the So vi ets at Khar kov. The phar macy of
Adam Wachle wicz was the last phar macy es tab lished in Puławy be fore the Sec ond World War. It stayed opened con tinu ously dur ing and 
af ter the war and was then na tion al ized. 
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The city of Puławy most proba bly de rives its name from
the Vis tula River ri par ian zone called “pulwy”. It is also pos -
si ble that the ci ty’s name is as so ci ated with the word
“pławy”. This  for merly meant “swim ming or cross ing
through the wa ter”.

The first men tion of Puławy dates back to the first half of
the six teenth cen tury. The city was then a small fish ing vil -
lage lo cated on the banks of the Vis tula River. Lo cated
nearby, woven in age- old mys tery was “Tęc zyński’s cas tle”. 
Af ter the death of the Tęc zyński fam ily, Puławy were taken
over by the Zbar ski, and then by the Wiśn iow iecki fami lies.
In the sec ond half of the sev en teenth cen tury, Puławy were
passed down as dowry into the hands of the Lubomir ski fam -
ily. This fam ily built a ba roque pal ace, which was later
passed through fam ily af filia tions, to the Si eniawski fam ily.
So phia Si eniawska, af ter the death of her first hus band,
Stanisław Den hoff, mar ried August Czar to ryski, the Gov er -
nor of Ru the nia.  From that time on, the fate of Puławy
be came per ma nently tied with the his tory of the Czar to ryski
fam ily. Un doubt edly, the per son most as so ci ated with
Puławy was Iza bela Czar to ryska, nee Fleming, the wife of
Adam Ka zim ierz, Gen eral of the Po do lian Ter ri to ries. The
Czar to ryski fam ily cre ated a mag nifi cent cul tural and po liti -
cal cen ter in Puławy. They re built the ex ist ing pal ace, and

built an other one, the so- called “Ma rynka’s Pal ace”. In ad di -
tion, they con trib uted to build ing other proj ects which are
now his toric memo ra bilia of the former glory of the city. 

The Czar to ryski fam ily also con trib uted to the de vel op -
ment of  Pol ish phar ma ceu ti cal stud ies. Adam Czar to ryski
cre ated a de part ment of phar macy at the Uni ver sity of
Vi enna (the de part ment was later taken over by Jan Wolf gan). 
The Czar to ry scy, as ad vo cates of greater at ten tion to Pol ish
his tory and the crea tors of the first Pol ish mu seum (the
“Tem ple of the Sibyl”, in Puławy), also col lected memo ra -
bilia con nected with phar macy. 

Puławy re ceived city rights in 1906, hav ing only 5000
citi zens at the time. How ever, af ter the Zakłady Azo towe
was built, the city went through a dy namic de vel op ment, and 
now it has 60,000 citi zens [36].

The his tory of Puławy’s phar ma cies was, un til now, an
un ex plored is sue. Few his to ri ans took the time to de scribe
this in dus try and for most of the citi zens, in clud ing phar ma -
cists them selves, the names of former phar ma cists are
un fa mil iar. The first ar ti cles on the his tory of phar ma cies in
Puławy were pub lished by Ma ciej Strzem ski. They ap peared 
in the “Biule tyn Lu bel skiej Okręgowej Izby Ap tekar skiej”
(“Bul le tin of the Lublin Re gional Cham ber of Phar ma cists”) 
and in the “Puławski Przegląd Powia towy” (“Puławy Dis -
trict Re view”). These pub li ca tions aroused keen in ter est
among re gion al ists, which re sulted in sev eral ar ti cles be ing
pub lished in the lo cal press. These ar ti cles, al though par ticu -
larly based on the above- mentioned works, re vealed new
facts, mostly from the life of Zyg munt Gawdzik, MA. In the
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pres ent ar ti cle, the authors will make a syn the sis of the
knowl edge of the his tory of phar ma cies in Puławy. This ar ti cle
is also en riched with a pre vi ously un pub lished ico nog ra phy. 

The emer gence of the first health- care fa cil ity in Puławy
is at trib uted to the Czar to ryski fam ily. They were aware that
the en tire ad min is tra tive dis trict of Gmina Końskowola
could not func tion with out a prop erly or gan ized health- care
sys tem. The first hos pi tal in Puławy opened in the eight eenth 
cen tury, and it was called “the lazaret”. We know that in the
hos pi tal, a peas ant with a bro ken arm was treated from Janu -
ary to Feb ru ary, 1756. Of course, no hos pi tal is able to
func tion with out medi cines, and thus for some time, the
Czar to ryski phy si cians made the nec es sary medi cines them -
selves. In 1792, the Czar to ryski phar macy was lo cated in the
top parts of the gar den, and next to it lived the Czar to ryskis’
per sonal phy si cian – Ka rol B. Goltz. Till the be gin ning of
the nine ties of the eight eenth cen tury, the phar macy op er ated 
un der the man age ment of Fran ciszek Ksaw ery Wa si lewski.
In 1805, a phar macy labo ra tory, which was as so ci ated with
ad di tional funds be ing al lo cated to the phar macy, was es tab -
lished. The then phar ma cists in cluded F. Wa si lewski and
Pi otr Gar ski [13], or, as other sources state, Jan Lud wik Gar -
ski (c. 1771-1821) [12]. Un til 1795, Jan Lud wik Gar ski is
fre quently men tioned in the Puławy par ish of St. Jo seph in
Włos towice ar chives as a wit ness of bap tisms and mar -
riages. The last time Gar ski was men tioned was as a wit ness
of the bap tism of Ka rol Adolf An toni Ru precht, the son of
Dan iel and Bar bara, nee Eichberger, ac tiv ists of the later
Janu ary Up ris ing. He was then 50 years old [12].

Fran ciszek Tomaszek also tried for a po si tion in the
Puławy phar macy. How ever, he even tu ally ac cepted a po si -
tion in Si eniawa. Later, Ig nacy Adam Mikołajewicz be came
the head of the Puławy phar macy, hold ing the po si tion of
“Phar macy Su per vi sor” (pre fec tus of ficina sani ta tis). From
1831 un til his re tire ment, to gether with the phy si cian Józef
Kwapiszewski, he signed the phar ma cy’s bills. Many he ral -
dic flagu- like cop ies of pre scrip tions come from this pe riod,
they have the sig na ture of the “Un der the Star Phar macy” in
Puławy. These cop ies are stored in the col lec tion of the
Princes Czar to ryski Foun da tion. On May 24, 1808, Kon -
stanty Czar to ryski is sued an or der which al lowed 238 peo ple 
(prin ci pal ity, pal ace guests, ser vants, city of fi cials, par sons
of the Gmina Końskowola dis trict, crafts men and their fami -
lies) to re ceive moni tory re funds from the royal fund while
be ing re cipi ents of medi cines from the “Un der the Star”
phar macy. In ad di tion to mak ing medi cines for peo ple, the
phar macy also pro duced me dica ments for horses, dogs,
cows and sheep [13]. 

In 1817, in Puławy, Ka rol Khit tel died. He was the phy si -
cian to Iza bela Czar to ryska. In his last will, he be queathed
2000 Pol ish Zlo tys for build ing a hos pi tal (the present- day
head quar ters of the “Pol ish Tour ist Country- Explorers’ As -
so cia tion”). The ex ecu tors of the will were Władysław
Na rutowicz and the phar ma cist Stanisław Dmo chowski
[13]. Un for tu nately, there is lit tle known about Dma -
chowski. He was proba bly born around 1798 and died af ter

1857. He was first men tioned in Puławy, in 1833, as a wit -
ness of the birth of Flor en tyna Ru precht, the sis ter of the
previously- mentioned Ka rol Adolf An toni Ru precht.
Stanisław Dmuchowski was then 36 years old. The source
ma te rial con cern ing the exe cu tion of the will is found in the
manu script from 1894, writ ten by Gracjan Wer eszc zycki:
Opis his to ryc zny Puław, dziś Nowo- Aleksandryi oraz rys
krótki biograficzno- historyczny i ro dowód J. O. Książąt
Czar to ryskich (“His tori cal de scrip tion of Puławy, now New
Al ex an dria and a brief biographical- historical and ge nea -
logi cal sketch of the Czar to ryski fam ily”). The manu script
can now be found in the Czar to ryski Mu seum in Kra kow,
un der the number 3978. Stanisław Dmuchowski is fre -
quently men tioned in the Puławy par ish ar chives un til 1845.
It is known that his mother, Mari anna Dmuchowska, nee
Kozicka (1760–1838), died and was bur ied in Puławy. It is
un known when Stanisław Dmuchowski met his death; how -
ever, he was con sid ered to be re tired by 1842 [12].

Stanisław Proń states that the phar macy func tioned in
Puławy in 1834 [32]. This author also states that the phar -
macy used as its em blem, the Czar to ryski’s fam ily coat of
arms –  the “Lithua nian Chase”. This em blem was de -
stroyed, to gether with the phar macy, dur ing the bomb ing of
Puławy dur ing World War II [32]. It is un known, how ever,
which phar macy was adorned by this em blem. It could have
been the later de scribed Kwi at kowski’s or Gawdzik’s phar -
macy. 

The first men tion
con cern ing the ex is -
tence of a na tional
phar macy in Puławy
dates back to 1847.
This was Wil helm
Treut ler’s phar macy,
lo cated at the in ter sec -
tion of Lu bel ska
Street (to day’s Marsz- 
ałek Józef Piłsudz ki’s
Street) and Kołłątaja
Street, in the build ing
op po site to the Puławy 
par ish ro tund [35].

Wil helm Treut ler
was born on August
20, 1818, in Raszyn,
a v il lage in lower Sile -
sia. He be gan his
stud ies in Wrocław, where he com pleted a six year gym na -
sium. He started his phar ma ceu ti cal prac tice in 1834, in
Jauer, and later as a cer ti fied phar ma cist, he came, to gether
with his par ents, to War saw, where he worked in Hein ri ch’s
phar macy. He con tin ued his stud ies at the Ber lin Uni ver sity
and there he re ceived his Mas ters De gree (he re ceived   of fi -
cial rec og ni tion of this di ploma be fore a Medi cal Coun cil
af ter re turn ing to Po land). In 1847, he bought a phar macy in
Puławy, in which he worked till his death. The fact that writ -

Fig. 1. Wil helm Treut ler MA, A pho to -
graph from the Mikołaj Spóza’s col lec tion



36 Current Issues Pharmacy & Medical Sciences

Maciej Strzemski, Andrzej Wróbel, Ryszard Kocjan, Magdalena Wójciak-Kosior, Ireneusz Sowa, Wojciech Szwerc

ten sources tell about “buy ing a phar macy” by Wil helm
Treut ler sug gest that he must have bought an al ready ex ist -
ing one. How ever, no docu ments in di cate that there was
a phar macy in Puławy be fore 1847. In 1849, Wil helm Treut ler,
to gether with Man ager Pi otr Sad kowski, opened a branch of
the phar macy in Bo browniki [38]. In 1871, Treut ler had
a s tu dent named Stanisław Zwo li ński, who later be came
a phar ma cist in Żelechów [38]. Józef Pan kowski, who, af ter
re ceiv ing his phar ma ceu ti cal de gree in Kiev, opened a phar -
macy in Wisznice, also prac ticed in this phar macy [11].

Wil helm Treut ler died on De cem ber 21, 1885 and was
bur ied in the Włos towicki ceme tery, where till this day, his
grave can be found. Un for tu nately, at pres ent, it is very ne -
glected and run- down. The note on his death pub lished in the 
“Phar ma ceu ti cal News” states “Wil helm Treut ler was a per -
son who did not leave the poor in need. He of fered help and
ad vice will ingly. He was a wor thy rep re sen ta tive of the
phar ma ceu ti cal pro fes sion, and gained the re spect of not
only his col leagues, but also the citi zens of the Puławy dis -
trict”. Dur ing the fu neral cere mony, the pas tor said “as an
hon est man, he loved his coun try and the peo ple among
whom he lived” [19]. These words clearly dem on strate that
he was con sid ered an hon our able man and that this good and
no ble man earned the town’s re spect. An other proof of his
im por tance to the city were the two post cards is sued in
Puławy at this time, where in the fore ground is his phar macy.
This may also sug gest the im por tance of this phar macy in the 
life of Puławy [36].

It is most prob able that the phar macy was taken over by
Wil helm’s son, Rysz ard Treut ler, who was a ‘Prow izor of
Phar macy’ (which was an old Pol ish ti tle equiva lent to to -
day’s Mas ter of Phar macy). At this time, the phar macy was
man aged by Prowi zor An toni Ula nowski [37]. Rysz ard
Treut ler was born in 1858. He was a long time mem ber of the 
Pol ish Gen eral Phar ma ceu ti cal So ci ety. What is more, he
was also a re spected citi zen of Puławy, the founder of the
fire de part ment and sev eral thrift in sti tu tions. In ad di tion,

he  served as a town coun cilor. He died on Feb ru ary 20, 1925, 
and his fu neral was a live mani fes ta tion of the whole com -
mu nity for the mer its of the de ceased [26]. 

It is also known that from Oc to ber 1904 to Feb ru ary 1905, 
Rysz ard Treut ler em ployed  Prowi zor Józef An toni
Papużyński, later the owner of a phar macy in Chełm [9].
One fur ther em ployee dur ing this time pe riod, was Józef
Obu chowski, who was born around 1860, in Sy rokomla, in
the Gar wo lin dis trict, be ing the son of Wo jciech and Maria
Ko la si ński. It is un cer tain where he fin ished his stud ies,
how ever, it is known that even tu ally he owned a phar macy
in Baranów. This he sold at the end of the First World War
for pa per ru bles which quickly lost their value. Af ter this
bank ruptcy, he worked in Puławy for the rest of his life. He
mar ried Bar bara, nee Al brycht (1872-1968), the widow of
his brother Kon rad Obu chowski (1868-1909). Bar bara and
Józef Obu chowski did not have any chil dren. Józef Obu -
chowski died on July 24, 1926, in the Ujazdów hos pi tal, in
War saw (death cer tifi cate number 71/1926-P). He was bur -
ied in the ceme tery in Włos towice, now Puławy [4]. 

In 1925, Rysz ard Treut ler’s phar macy was taken over by
his suc ces sors. From 1923, the lease- holder of the phar macy

Fig. 2. A pack age of medi cine from Treut ler’s phar macy. A copy
from the Ma ciej Strzem ski col lec tion

Fig. 3. The tomb stone of Rysz ard Treut ler. Con tem po rary pho tog ra phy

Fig. 4. Józef Obu chowski’s tomb stone. Con tem po rary pho tog ra phy
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was Tomasz Do brut.
He was born on De -
cem ber 29, 1889, in
Nichoń, in the Kielce
Voivode ship. He re -
ceived his Mas ters
De gree from the Uni -
ver sity of War saw in
1920. From 1920 to
1923, he held a mana -
ger’s po si tion in F.
Ku ci ński’s phar macy
in War saw.  In ad di tion, 
he con ducted re search 
on food prod ucts in
the Mu nici pal Labo -
ra tory in the Kra kow
Sub urb and worked in
the Na tional Re search

In sti tute of Ru ral Farm in Puławy as a rep re sen ta tive of the
Se ro logi cal De part ment. He shared this job with a job in the
phar macy un til 1926. Un til 1959, he worked in sev eral phar -
ma cies in War saw, fre quently hold ing man ag ers’ po si tions.
He also worked in a phar macy in Marki. From De cem ber 1,
1960, he was the man ager of the phar macy Nr 110, in Świe-
dzieb nia, in the Bydgoszcz Voivode ship. He died on Oc to ber
14, 1968, while per form ing his du ties [6].

In 1926, Zyg munt Kwi at kowski, MA be came the new
owner of the phar macy, and with him, the fur ther fate of the
fa cil ity is con nected. He was born in the Vy sokoye (Lithua -
nian High lands) of the Brze ski dis trict on August 3, 1885, as
the son of Józef and Maria, nee San kowska. He gradu ated
from four classes of gym na sium in Grodno. From 1900 to
1907, he stayed with his fa ther, par tially in Vy sokoye and
par tially in Vil nius, help ing him with his  farm ing ac tivi ties.
His ad ven ture with phar macy be gan in No vem ber 1907,
where he worked as a stu dent till 1910. In 1911, he re ceived
the ti tle of Phar macy As sis tant from the Uni ver sity of War -
saw, and from 1912, he worked in Hein ri ch’s phar macy,
lo cated at the Thea tre Square, in War saw. He worked there
un til July 23, 1915. He then worked at H. Biertüm pl’s phar -
macy in War saw. In Feb ru ary 1923, he re ceived his Mas ters
De gree in Phar macy [2].

In 1931, the “Puławy As so cia tion against Tu ber cu lo sis”
was founded. It was aided by the Lublin Branch of the Pol ish 
Phar ma ceu ti cal So ci ety. The founder and the chair man of

the As so cia tion against Tu ber cu lo sis was Zyg munt Kwi at -
kowski, MA [22]. On March 21, 1931, he sent to the Lublin
branch of the Pol ish So cial ist Party, the fol low ing let ter:
“En clos ing here with, a re ceipt for 50 PLN [fifty Pol ish
zloty]. The Puławy As so cia tion against Tu ber cu lo sis is ex -
tremely thank ful for the pay ment on be half of the
As so cia tion” [22].

In 1936, Kwi at kowski, to gether with a “Treut ler”, do -
nated 100 PLN for the Na tional De fense Fund [24]. It is
dif fi cult to say whether this in for ma tion sug gests that some -
body from the late Rysz ard Treut ler’s fam ily worked in
Kwi at kowski’s phar macy, or whether it is a re sult of a mis -
print which could have re sulted from the fact that Zyg munt
Kwi at kowski fre quently signed the phar macy docu ments in
the fol low ing way: “Z. Kwi at kowski, M. Pharm. phar macy,
for merly W. Treut ler’s phar macy in Puławy”.  

On Feb ru ary 17, 1925, a meet ing of the Lublin Branch of
the Pol ish Phar ma ceu ti cal So ci ety was held. Dur ing the
meet ing, it was de cided that all mem bers of the Lublin dis -
trict were to be taxed for 20, 15 or 10 PLN, de pend ing on the
value of the owned phar ma cies, in or der to make a suf fi cient
amount of do na tions avail able to buy the serv ices of an air
am bu lance founded by the PPS. Just like the oth ers who
were on the meet ing, Zyg munt Kwi at kowski de cided as well 
to ac cede to the Anti- gas De fence League or gan ized in
Lublin [25]. Zyg munt Kwi at kowski was also a mem ber of
the fel low mem bers’ ar bi tra tion com mit tee of the Pol ish
Phar ma ceu ti cal Com mit tee. It is ob vi ous that the above in -
for ma tion sug gest that he was strongly in volved in so cial
ac tivi ties. 

It is dif fi cult to day to state how the in side of Kwi at -
kowski’s phar macy looked at this time, as only one photo-
graph has sur vived the years, and it shows only a small part
of the phar macy. Ta deusz Kwi atek, who at that time lived in
Puławy, says “Kwi at kowski’s phar macy was lo cated in
a large build ing, the in side of which was quite dark, the
rooms were huge, with dark, proba bly oak fur ni ture” [11]. 

Zyg munt Kwi at kowski was the last owner of the phar -
macy on 21 Lu bel ska Street. The build ing in which the

Fig. 5. Zyg munt Kwi at kowski, MA. Per sonal
files of the Uni ver sity of War saw sig.
KFARM 150

Fig. 6. Copy of a pre scrip tion from the Zyg munt Kwi at kowski
phar macy (the so- called “he ral dic flag”). From the Mu seum of
Phar macy in Puławy col lec tion

Fig. 7. The in side of Kwi at kowski’s phar macy. Pho to graph from the
Mu seum of Phar macy in Puławy col lec tion
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phar macy was lo cated was de stroyed as a re sult of mili tary
ac tiv ity in 1939. 

The sec ond phar -
macy in Puławy was
opened, ac cord ing to
vari ous sources, ei ther 
in 1921 r. [15], 1923 r. 
[7] or 1924 r. [20]. It
was the phar macy
owned by Prowi zor
Fran ciszek Cy fracki.
The most re li able
source of in for ma tion
on this as pect seems
to be a no tary act. Ex -
tremely in ter est ing is
the in for ma tion found
in the “Phar ma ceu ti cal
Cal en dar”. The no tary 
act con tained in for -
ma tion that Franciszek
Cy fracki was to have

pur chased the phar macy on April 8, 1923, from Lud wik Ja -
sieński. This sug gests that the phar macy would have to have
ex isted in Puławy be fore 1923. How ever, no other docu -
ments con firm that such a phar macy was lo cated in Puławy,
and Lud wik Ja sieński him self is also an un known per son. 

Fran ciszek Roch Cy fracki was born on August 16, 1864.
Af ter gradu at ing from schools in Lublin, he be came an ap -
pren tice in Śląski’s phar macy in Janów, and later moved to
War saw to learn his pro fes sion in Fi la nowic z’s phar macy. In 
1886, he re ceived the ti tle of a phar ma ceu ti cal as sis tant, and
he worked as such in Fi la nowic z’s phar ma cies, later in the
phar ma cies of the suc ces sors of Sołtykiewicz in War saw,
and then in Mościcki’s phar macy in Białys tok. In 1890, he
re ceived a Prowi zor’s de gree from the Uni ver sity of War -
saw. As a Prowi zor, he worked in phar ma cies in Lublin,
Kisielin and few other cit ies. He opened a ru ral phar macy in
Końskowola, and af ter he sold it, he opened one in Puławy
[20]. Af ter sell ing the phar macy in Puławy, he bought the
Klim pla and Com pany phar macy, lo cated in War saw, at  147 
Marszałkowska Street, [17] which he ran un der his son’s
man age ment [21]. In 1938, Fran ciszek Cy fracki cele brated
fifty years of his pro fes sional work, which was noted in the
“Phar ma ceu ti cal Chroni cle” [18] and the “Phar ma ceu ti cal
News” [21]. Dur ing his stay in Puławy, from De cem ber 7,
1916, till Feb ru ary 1918, he was the mayor of the town, and he
re signed from that func tion for the bene fit of Ka rol Korze- 
niowski [12].

The sec ond owner of the phar macy was Zyg munt
Gawdzik, who al ready in 1934, had be gun to lease it from
Fran ciszek Cy fracki. Zyg munt Stanisław Gawdzik was born 
on April 19, 1898, in Opole Lu bel skie, be ing the son of
Bolesław and Mari anna, nee Mo giel nicka. He proba bly at -
tended pri mary school in Opole, and gym na sium in Lublin
[8]. He ob tained his phar ma ceu ti cal ap pren tice ship most

proba bly in Hru bi eszów. In 1919, Zyg munt Gawdzik joined
the Pol ish Army as a vol un teer and was as signed to the 5th
Le gion’s In fan try Regi ment. Dur ing the war, he took part in
the of fen sive in Vil nius and was later as signed to   Field Hos -
pi tal NR 101. Ini tially, he was the main phar ma cist’s
as sis tant, and af ter that man’s  death, he be came the man ager 
of the hos pi tal dis pen sary. This he ran dur ing the cam paigns
near Dźwińsk, Zhy to myr and Kiev. In Kiev, he was as signed 
to the medi cal sup plies de pot, from which a field am bu lance
was cre ated. This am bu lance later was at tached to the front-
 line troops dur ing the re treat from Kiev. The unit was also
pres ent dur ing the oc cu pa tion of Vil nius by Gen. Żeli gowski.
Zyg munt Gawdzik was re leased from mili tary duty on July
12, 1921 [14].

On De cem ber 30, 1923, Zyg munt Gawdzik mar ried Maria
Zofia, nee Mastal erz, and on De cem ber 4, 1930, their first
daugh ter (Bar bara) was born [8]. Gawdzik re ceived his
M. Pharm De gree on Janu ary 29, 1929 from the Uni ver sity
of Ste fan Ba tory in Vil nius [7].  Af ter gradu at ing, from 1934
on wards, he worked in a phar macy in Hru bi eszów, and from
No vem ber 1, 1934, he leased a phar macy in Puławy, lo cated
at 22 Lu bel ska Street, from Fran ciszek Cy fracki [8]. 

The lease agree ment was in force from July 15, 1936, and
Zyg munt Gawdzik paid Fran ciszek Cy fracki 450 PLN
monthly [7]. On July 1, 1936, a le gal act was drawn up by the 
no tary An toni Szy mański, by the power of which Zyg munt
Gawdzik bought the phar macy from Prowi zor Cy fracki for
65,000 PLN. Gawdzik ac tively sup ported the Na tional De -
fense Fund and in 1936, he do nated fifty Pol ish zlo tys for
that pur pose [23].

Fig. 8. Fran ciszek Cy fracki, MA. A pho to-
g ra phy posted in the “Phar ma ceu ti cal
News”, 1938 nr 10, pg. 125

Fig. 9. Zyg munt Gawdzik, MA, dur ing his trip to the Ta tra Moun tains.
Pho to graph from Bar bara Gawdzik’s col lec tion
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As the docu ments of the In ter nal Reve nue Of fice in
Puławy in di cate, on Sep tem ber 24, 1945, the monthly in -
come of Gawdzik’s phar macy amounted to 1000 PLN in
1939 [5]. In Sep tem ber 1939, Gawdzik, as a lieu ten ant in the
mili tary re serve force, was mo bi lized for the war, and at the
end of the month, near Be have, was cap tured and be came
a pris oner of the So viet Army. A small let ter dated Oc to ber 2,
de liv ered by a pris oner who es caped from the trans port,
states that Gawdzik was taken by train to wards Kras no bród
and Włodzim ierz [7]. On Oc to ber 22, Zyg munt Gawdzik
wrote to his wife from Szepi etówka, tell ing her that he is
healthy and that he has money for which it is dif fi cult to buy
any thing in the camp any way. He is also wor ried about the
fate of the phar macy and whether his wife will be able to
man age it [7]. On De cem ber 25, 1939 and March 8, 1940 his
wife re ceived two post cards from Staro bielsk, in which, next 
to ex chang ing warm, touch ing words, he asked about the
phar macy and about the rea son for the ad dress change, he
ex pressed his con cern, ask ing “Was the house burned
down?” [7]. 

Zyg munt Gawdzik was shot by the NKVD in Khar kov.
The bod ies of the mur dered pris on ers from the Staro biel ski
camp were dumped in Lie sopark, into one of the 32 con -
creted ra vines north of the monu ment com memo rat ing the
glory of “Mother Rus sia” [33]. The re mains of Zyg munt

Gawdzik lies in Ra vine NR J10 [33]. The fam ily learned
about his death by way of the oc cu pa tional press [8]. Till the
end of his days, he was a warm per son, a lov ing hus band and
fa ther, and a phar ma cist who al ways re mem bered about his
phar macy.  

In the Puławy ceme tery lo cated on Pi askowa Street, there
is a sym bolic cross com memo rat ing the vic tims of Ka tyn. At 
the base of this is a fig ure de pict ing Holy Mary hold ing in
her hands a shaved hu man head with a visi ble bul let hole.
Next to the cross, there are three plaques list ing the names of
the mur dered citi zens of Puławy, who were im pris oned in
Kozielsk, Staro bielsk and Ostasz ków. Among these names
is that of Zyg munt Stanisław Gawdzik. 

Zyg munt Gawdzik’s fam ily search for him af ter the end
of the war via the Pol ish Red Cross and on Sep tem ber 8,
1948, they re ceived the fol low ing state ment: “fol low ing
a re quest posted on May 8th of the con tem po rary year, con -
cern ing Gawdzik, Zyg munt, born in 1898, in Opole
Lu bel skie, the son of Bolesław and Maria – we re gret to in -
form you that, so far, we do not pos sess any in for ma tion”
[7]. In a Ques tion naire con cern ing war- related loss ad -

Fig. 10. Zyg munt Gawdzik, M. Pharm (first from the left) dur ing his
trip to the Ta tra Moun tains. Pho to graph from Bar bara Gawdzik’s
col lec tion

Fig. 11. Zyg munt Gawdzik’s first let ter writ ten to his wife from his
im pris on ment, dated Oc to ber 2, 1939. Docu ment from Bar bara
Gawdzik’s col lec tion

Fig. 12. Let ter writ ten by Zyg munt Gawdzik from Szepi etówka.
Docu ment from Bar bara Gawdzik’s col lec tion.

Fig. 13. Post card writ ten by Zyg munt Gawdzik. Docu ment from
Bar bara Gawdzik’s col lec tion
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dressed to the Dis trict Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber in Lublin,
the wife of Zyg munt Gawdziw placed in the col umn “moral
loss”, “hus band in So viet cap tiv ity” [34]. 

Zyg munt Gawdzik’s phar macy stayed open dur ing the
War and af ter it, un der the man age ment of his wife. In 1939,
the build ing in which the phar macy was lo cated was hit with
an in cen di ary mis sile, and as a re sult, it burnt down, to gether
with the fam ily’s rooms and their car. Once re built, it was
burnt down again in 1944 [34]. From an an nounce ment
placed in the “Phar ma ceu ti cal News”, we learn that dur ing
the war, the phar macy suf fered from staff ing short ages:
“The Z. Gawdzik’s phar macy will hire an as sis tant or an
M. Pharm im me di ately. Please send of fers, to gether with
con di tions” [27].

Af ter the war, Gawdzik’s phar macy was re lo cated to 54
Zwy cięska Street (now Piłsud ski Street). In 1949, in the
“Pol ish Phar macy”, there were two ad ver tise ments: “Will
sell ˝ or the whole phar macy in Puławy at 54 Zwy cięska
Street, Gawdzik, MA” [31], and “Will bene fi cially sell or
lease a phar macy. Puławy, Gawdzik MA” [29]. De spite
strenu ous at tempts, which re sulted from the re per cus sions of 
the In ter nal Reve nue Serv ice be ing against the phar macy, it
turned out im pos si ble for Maria Zofia Gawdzik to sell the
phar macy be fore 1951 [10].  

The third and the last pre- war phar macy in Puławy was
the phar macy of Adam Wachle wicz, MA. It was lo cated in
the build ing stand ing till this day at 23 Piłsud ski Street (the
former Lu bel ska Street). This edi fice was built by An toni
Różycki, church or gan ist, in 1929. This date is visi ble on the
fa cade of the build ing. This struc ture is the only tes ta ment to

the pre- war phar ma cies of Puławy left stand ing. How ever,
in side, there is noth ing left of its phar ma ceu ti cal past. The
rooms are rela tively small and un til re cently, there was
a cake shop there. The phar macy was opened, de pend ing on
vari ous sources, in 1936 [39] or 1938 [16, by Adam Wachle -
wicz, MA, and it func tioned dur ing and af ter the war. 

Adam Wachle wicz
was born on No vem ber
29, 1886, in Do brzyń
nad Wisłą, be ing the
son of Win centy and
Kon stancja, nee Ma -
cie jewska [1]. Ini tially, 
he at tended ele men tary 
school in Do brzyń and 
then moved on to
a gym na sium in Płock. 
He gradu ated from the 
gym na sium in 1905,
and from that time til
1913, he ap pren ticed
in the phar ma ceu ti cal
pro fes sion. In this
year, he was ac cepted
for a phar ma ceu ti cal

course in the Im pe rial War saw Uni ver sity. He fin ished his
first year there, how ever, the out break of war made it im pos -
si ble for him to con tinue his stud ies. On Oc to ber 2, 1919, he
re quested His Mag nifi cence, Rec tor of the Uni ver sity of
War saw, to ac cept him as a stu dent of the Uni ver sity. On
March 12, 1923, af ter pass ing the level I and II phar ma ceu ti -
cal ex ami na tions, he re ceived from the Ex ami na tion
Com mit tee of the Uni ver sity of War saw, a M. Pharm De -
gree. This was equiva lent to the former Rus sian Prowi zor’s
de gree and to the De gree of M. Pharm of the Małopol ska
Uni ver si ties [3]. His phar ma ceu ti cal ap pren tice ship be gan in 
Sierpce, in the War saw County, where he worked till 1910.
Later, till 1914, he worked in Ra dom, and in the years be -
tween 1914 and 1917, he worked as a tem po rary
re place ment in phar ma cies in Łódź [1]. He also worked in
phar ma cies in Drobin and Koźmi nek, and af ter fin ish ing his
ca reer in Puławy, he worked in Mi chów, till 1956 [39]. 

The web site of the Foun da tion of the Pol ish Phar ma cists
Bio graphi cal Dic tion ary also pro vides in for ma tion that in
Puławy, in 1939, He lena Wachle wicz (born in 1908) was
work ing. She had ob tained her M. Pharm De gree in 1933
[39].

In 1942, in Kra kow, a List of Phar ma cists of the Gen eral
Gov ern ment was pub lished. The first part con tains in for ma -
tion on the “ob mann” of the Gen eral Gov ern ment. Adam
Wachle wic z’s name is on this list. The “Phar ma ceu ti cal
News” of that year had an ar ti cle writ ten by the chair men of
the “Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber of The Cham ber of Health in
the Gen eral Gov ern ment”, Doc tor We ber. In it, he ex plained 
the func tion of “Ob menn” (Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber dele -
gates). In this ar ti cle, we read that:

Fig. 14. Ques tion naire con cern ing war- related loss. Docu ment from
the col lec tion of the Ap teka–Mu zeum (Mu seum of Phar macy) in
Lublin

Fig. 15. Adam Wachle wicz, M. Pharm.
Per sonal files of the Uni ver sity of
War saw, sig. KFARM 361
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“the list of phar ma cists, which phar ma cies re cently re -
ceived, pro vides in for ma tion in its first part about the
or gani za tion of the Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber for the
Gen eral Gov ern ment. It states that within each dis trict
are units of the Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham bers (Ob mann -
schaf ten) which are made up of 6–10 phar ma cies. At the
same time, these units are to be su per vised by a dele gate
of the Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber (Ob mann), who is ap -
pointed by the Chair man of the Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber 
at the re quest of the Di vi sion of the Phar ma ceu ti cal
Cham ber. This dele gate is es pe cially obliged to ful fill
this hon or able duty. The ob li ga tion of the dele gate is to
care for the ame na ble phar ma cies and their em ploy ees
and to make sure that the phar ma cies are man aged prop -
erly (…). In every case, he is to of fer help to the
phar ma cist and his em ploy ees and to me di ate be tween
them and the phar ma cy’s authori ties” [28]. 

Adam Wachle wicz was a mem ber held in high re gard.
This fact is re vealed in that he was ap pointed a dele gate of
the Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham ber. Fur ther more, in 1949, he was
made the  rep re sen ta tive of the Lublin Phar ma ceu ti cal Cham -
ber at the fu neral of a phar ma cist from Karczmi ska, Wil helm 
Do minik Pic de Re plonge [30]. 

Adam Wachle wicz stayed the owner of the phar macy in
Puławy lo cated at 23 Lu bel ska Street (af ter the war, re- named
Zwy cięska Street) un til all phar ma cies be came state prop -
erty. Af ter the na tion ali za tion of phar ma cies, this phar macy
be came Phar macy NR 75. As of Janu ary 1951, Wachle wicz
was com pelled to be come its man ager, [1], but from Oc to ber 
15, 1951, he was trans ferred at his cur rent sal ary level, to the
So cial Phar macy NR 7 in Puławy, as a pro fes sional em -
ployee. The mana ger’s po si tion of Phar macy NR 75 was
then taken over by Jan ina Zdun, M. Pharm. It is known that
around this time, Adam Wachle wicz ex pe ri enced a de cline
in his health. A pro to col of the Medical- Social Com mit tee
drawn in Puławy by Doc tor Ste fan Wier zejski and Doc tor
Maria Claudel lists the fol low ing medi cal prob lems of
A.Wachle wicz: Sys temic scle ro sis, cere bral scle ro sis, se -
vere myo car dial de gen era tion, and bi lat eral in gui nal her nia.
The doc tors de clared that the abil ity to per form pro fes sional
du ties amounted to 2/3 that of a healthy man. The authors of
this pa per were un able to de ter mine where and when Adam
Wachle wicz died, how ever, it is known that af ter leav ing
Puławy, he worked in a phar macy in Mi chów, and later in
Krzczonów [1].
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