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ABSTRACTS
Urzędów once had a city char ter drawn up by King  Władysław Jagiełło in 1405. It lost this right in 1896. This town which lies on what
used to be one of the more fre quented trade routes in Po land, was a city of cul tural life and an im por tant cen tre of re gional gov ern ment. It
is now is a sleepy sub urb liv ing in the shadow of nearby Kraśnik. Urzędów has given birth to many fa mous doc tors and phar ma cists. The
vil lag ers must be es pe cially proud of  “Mar cin of Urzędów”, a gradu ate of Padua, Kra kow, a lec turer, a doc tor and the author of a trea tise
on phar ma col ogy. Among the socially- aware mem bers of the medi cal com mu nity, one can also list Józef Ściegi enny, Alo jzy Hev elke,
Lud wik Laszky, Mi rosław Bork iewicz and Ig nacy Wośko. While they are more lo cally fa mous, they, none- the- less, con trib uted to the life
and fame of this now sleepy town. The first men tion of a phar ma ceu ti cal en ter prise within Urzędów was in the nine teenth cen tury. It was
run by  Win centy Trzci ński and was in busi ness for two years. In 1893, Powi zor of Phar macy (Lublin) Andrzej Mi chalewski opened
a phar macy in a wooden build ing near the church. This was burnt down in 1915. The dif fi cult times of this war co in cided with
Władysława Sawy be ing ac tive in the phar ma ceu ti cal in dus try in the town. Władysława Sawy, a big- hearted man, was a true model of
what a phar ma cist can be. At this time, much hope was pinned upon the suc cess of the first build ing raised solely as a Phar macy. Built
with pub lic funds, it was pri vat ized as Mar cina z Urzędowa, and run by M. Pharm Hen ryk Dąbrowski. This man is a pas sion ate his to rian
of Urzędów and his in ter ests, cou pled with broad popu lar sup port in the town for rais ing aware ness of its his tori cal roots, aids any one in -
ter ested in the town and re gion of Urzędów.
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As part of the re search on the his tory of phar ma cies in the
Lublin prov ince, the authors would like to pres ent the his -
tory of the pro fes sion in Urzędów and a brief glimpse of the
lives of its phar ma cists, who were very dedi cated to their
pro fes sional work and to the lo cal com mu nity.

Urzędów is a vil lage in the Kraśnik County. It is lo cated
along the nar row river known as  the  “Urzędówka”. This
once formed a large over flow area that per formed a de fense
func tion and was closely con nected with the set ting up of
a fish ing guild.

The name “Urzędów” first ap peared in his tori cal docu -
ments in the be gin ning of the XV cen tury [9]. Pre vi ously,
this set tle ment was called “Za borzyce”. In 1405, King
Władysław Jagiełło gave Urzędów its city rights. The de vel -
op ment of the city was fa vored by a busy trade route
con nect ing the Pol ish capi tal, Kra cow with Lithua nia and
Ru the nia [14]. Moreo ver, as the king’s prop erty, the city was 
en dowed with many privi leges. 

In con nec tion with the in crease of the towns- people’s
wealth, much im por tance was placed on the pos si bil ity of
edu cat ing the younger gen era tions. Be cause Urzędów was

a royal city, it did not have to ful fill the usual ob li ga tions of
serf dom, there fore, tal ented young men were able to leave
the city and be come priests, bu reau crats and crafts men. The
most promi nent of these were edu cated at the fa mous Acad -
emy of Kra kow [7]. As many as 25 young citi zens of
Urzędów stud ied at the Uni ver sity, in clud ing Mar cin of
Urzędów (ca. 1500–1573) – a priest, bota nist, phy si cian and
the author of the “Pol ish Her bar ium”; Jan Mi chałowicz (ca.
1530–1583) – sculp tor and pu pil of the fa mous Wit Stwosz
(his sculp tures are found in the Wawel Ca the dral); Józef
z Urzędowa – a pro fes sor of the Acad emy of Kra kow; and
Leon Urlich (1811–1855), who trans lated all of Shake -
speare’s works into Pol ish.

Un for tu nately, the mid- seventeenth cen tury ended the pe -
riod of Ur zedów’s grand ness. In con nec tion with the trans fer 
of the Pol ish capi tal from Kra kow to War saw (1597),
changes in the trade routes also oc curred. Hence, mer chants
stopped vis it ing Urzędów, and due to this, the city lost its
trad ing po si tion and be gan to be con sid ered solely as an ag ri -
cul tural town. This was fol lowed by a se ries of wars that ruin 
the city. In 1648, as a re sult of the in va sion of Chmiel nicki’s
Cos sacks, the city was plun dered and burnt to the ground. In
1657, what was left of Urzędów was oc cu pied by the Swed -
ish army and any thing of value was car ried off. In ad di tion to 
war, plagues and epi dem ics deci mated the ci ty’s resi dents.
Af ter the third par ti tion of Po land, Ur zedów was placed un -
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der Aus trian rule, and this lasted un til 1809. The pe riod in
which Urzędów was un der the Duchy of War saw and the
Con gress of Po land was also harsh for the city. Moreo ver,
the cam paigns of Na po le on’s army (1812) in duced pov erty,
fur ther  hard ship and even star va tion amongst the town’s
peo ple. Citi zens of Urzędów also par tici pated in the No vem -
ber (1830–1831) and the Janu ary Up ris ings (1863–1864).
This later re sulted in the vic tors pe nal iz ing its resi dents and
hence fur ther ing the full de cline in the ci ty’s for tunes. In
1869, the Mos cow Gov ern ment de cided to de clas sify the
city to be ing a mere vil lage.

World War I led Urzędów to a com plete ruin. The year
1915 was es pe cially harsh to the vil lage, when be tween July
9 and 11, be ing on the front line, much dam age was caused.
In these three days, ap proxi mately 371 homes and over 1000 
other build ings, in clud ing a church and the “Jagiel lońska”
school, were burnt down as a re sult of ar til lery fire and by
de lib er ate ar son by both the Rus sians and Ger mans. The
con fla gra tion did not even spare the phar macy lo cated near
the church.

De spite its ill- fortunes, there were many fa mous and re -
spect able sci en tists, phy si cians and phar ma cists who were
born in Urzędów. Among them are Mar cin of Urzędów,
Józef Ściegi enny, Alo jzy Hev elke and Ig nacy Pi otr Wośko.
Thus, the writ ers of this pa per, in the sub se quent sec tions,
will pro vide a brief bi og ra phy of these in ter est ing in di vidu -
als. Folow ing this, the authors will pro vide the reader with
a b rief his tory of medi cal care in Urzędów.

Mar cin of Urzędów (1500–1573)
Mar cin of Urzędów was born around 1500–1502, in

Urzędów. In 1517, he was ac cepted as a stu dent at the Acad emy
of Kra kow. Fol low ing his stud ies, un til 1528, he lived in
San dom ierz, and most proba bly there, he was or dained as
a priest. From 1529 to 1533, he taught phys ics, mathe mat ics, 
logic and phi loso phy at the Acad emy of Kra kow, where he
was even tu ally ap pointed its dean. The years of 1533 and
1534 were a time spent on medi cal and natu ral sci ence stud -
ies in Padua, where he made a number of friend ships
amongst many promi nent doc tors and sci en tists. The next
years were spent trav el ing, and he vis ited Ven ice, Swit zer -
land and Hun gary. Dur ing his nu mer ous trips, he con ducted
bo tani cal re search, cate go riz ing the rus tic plants and herbs
sold in phar ma cies.

In 1544, he be came a pas tor in Urzędów and from 1546
on wards till his re tire ment, he took over the par ish in Mod -
liborzyce. He was also a court phy si cian, as well as the
di rec tor of a hos pi tal near the Holy Spirit Church in San dom -
ierz. A car ing phy si cian, he treated the sick dur ing the time
of pes ti lence.

While back in Po land, he con tin ued his re search  into bot -
any, and he set up an herb gar den in San dom ierz where he
grew the plants de scribed later in his her bar ium. On the ba sis 
of his con sid er able knowl edge of plants ob tained be tween
the years 1542 and 1557, he wrote the “Pol ish Her bar ium”
(full origi nal ti tle: “Her barz pol ski, to jest o przy rodzeniu
ziół i drzew roz mai tych i in nych rzeczy do lekarstw
należących, księgi dwoje, dok tora Mar cina z Urzędowa,
kan onika niekiedy san dom ier skiego i J. o hrabi pana Jana

z Tarnowa kasz te lana kra kowskiego, het mana i wielkiego
koron nego”).

This work can be con sid ered as be ing the first Pol ish text -
book of phar ma cog nosy. Moreo ver, it was a very in no va tive
piece of work as for those times. In deed, we may say that the
work meets to day’s stan dards for a sci en tific work: in its in -
tro duc tion – a list of the authors which the author cited; in
the pref ace – the aim of the work; in the main text – two sec -
tions de scrib ing medi cal sub stances, er rata, no men cla ture of 
Latin names of herbs and dis eases; and in the end – a pro hi -
bi tion on re print ing his Her bar ium.

Al most all of the spe cies of plants de scribed are pre sented 
as care fully exe cuted wood block en grav ings which re veal
the mor pho logi cal char ac ter is tics of the in dica tive plant
parts. What is more, their Latin and Pol ish names are placed
in al pha beti cal or der. Fur ther more, their syn ony mous names 

Fig. 1. The ti tle page of the “Pol ish Her bar ium”
(source: http://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plik:Herbarz_Polski.jpg)

Fig. 2. The com memo ra tive plaque at the en trance to the Health care
Cen tre in Urzędów
(photo M. Mroczek)



Vol. 25, 1, 109–114 111

History of pharmacies, healthcare and famous physicians and pharmacists from Urzędów

are pro vided. In ad di tion, dis ease en ti ties on which cer tain
plants may be use ful are placed as side mar gin notes [8]. 

Józef Ściegi enny (1907–1953)
Józef Ściegi enny was born in Wilkołaz in 1907. He stud -

ied medi cine at the Uni ver sity of Jan Ka zim ierz in Lvov.
Upon gradua tion in 1933, he took up a po si tion at the Sur gi -
cal Clinic of the Uni ver sity of War saw. Af ter the out break of 
war, he re turned to his home town and worked in the Health -
care Cen ter in Urzędów. De spite the dan ger, he showed
great love for his coun try, un der tak ing un der ground ac tivi ties. 
He trained nurses and gave un of fi cial medi cal as sis tance. Be -
trayed, he was ar rested by or der of the Re gional Se cu rity
Of fice (along with the Urzędów phar ma cist Władysław
Sawa) and im pris oned in the Lublin Cas tle. Af ter be ing re -
leased from prison, he worked with Pro fes sor Skubiszewski
in the Or tho pe dic Clinic of the  Maria Curie- Skłodowska
Uni ver sity in Lublin. Af ter this, he worked at the Or tho pe dic 
Clinic of the Uni ver sity of War saw. He died sud denly in
1953, on his way to Urzędów [12].

Alo jzy Hev elke (1911–1973)
Alo jzy Hev elke was born in Gdańsk in 1911. His pa ter nal

fam ily, the Hev elke, are the di rect de scen dents of Jan Heve -
li usz, the fa mous Gdańsk as trono mer [17]. Alo jzy Hev elke
stud ied at the Uni ver sity of Poznań, and he re ceived his
medi cal di ploma in 1939. Af ter his stud ies, he worked in
a hos pi tal in Kalisz, Chełm. What is more, he worked as an
as sis tant at the Uni ver sity of Poznań, un til he came to
Urzędów. Here, he be came the head of the Health care Cen -
tre. Dur ing the war, he un der took un der ground ac tiv ity and
se cretly taught nurs ing. Moreo ver, he treated pa tients and
the wounded, and gave away free medi cines to eve ry one, re -
gard less of their or gan iza tional af filia tion. Amongst his
other du ties, he was a phy si cian in the Roll ing Bear ings Fac -
tory FŁT – Kraśnik S.A. Fur ther more, he was the in sti ga tor
and or gan izer be hind the build ing of a Hos pi tal in Kraśnik
Fabryc zny. In ad di tion, he worked as a teacher in a gym na -
sium in Urzędów and in a school for adults in Pop kowice. He 
also pro vided many free lec tures and train ing courses for the
resi dents of Urzędów, spon sored by the Pol ish Red Cross. It
can be said that he did not treat his pro fes sion as a mere
source of in come, but as a way of help ing oth ers. That is why 
he is con sid ered the “Judym of the sec ond half of the twen ti -
eth cen tury”. He died in 1973.

Mi rosław Bort kiewicz (1924–1989)
He ac tively par tici pated in the or gani za tion of the build -

ing of the Health care Cen tre in Urzędów. In ad di tion, he
ini ti ated the “White Sun days” and Medi cal Con sul ta tion
Days dur ing the town’s Health care Week. He was a sol dier
of the Home Army and an of fi cer of the Pol ish Army [15]. 

Ig nacy Pi otr Wośko (1925–1997)
He was born in 1925 in Urzędów. In 1970, he be came the

di rec tor of the Pe di at ric Or tho pe dic In sti tute of the Medi cal
Uni ver sity. As part of his du ties, he worked as an as so ci ate
pro fes sor and then from 1991, as a uni ver sity pro fes sor. He
was the presi dent of the As so cia tion of the Ur zedów Lands.
Among his other du ties, he or gan ized Urzędów’s Health care 

week. Ig nacy Pi otr Wośko, like Alo jzy Hev elke, was a real
pa triot and he fought in the ranks of the Pol ish Home Army
[13]. 

Leszek Kuś (1939–1997)
He came from Urzędów. He was a gradu ate of Medi cal

Acad emy in Lublin. For over 30 years, he was as so ci ated
with the De part ment of Tu ber cu lo sis and Lung Dis eases,
since 1993 as as so ci ate pro fes sor. He was a author of many
sci en tist works es pe cially in the field of al ler gol ogy. He also
found time for ac tivi ties in the So ci ety of Urzędów Earth. As 
a good or gan izer, kind, self less man, was well liked by col -
leagues, stu dents and pa tients [1]

The his tory of health care in Urzędów
His tori cally, rec ords in di cate that there were two hos pi -

tals func tion ing in Urzędów: the Hos pi tal of the Holy Spirit
and St. Leon ard’s Hos pi tal. The first one was built in 1447
and it was lo cated on Kra kowskie Przed mieście Street (cur -
rently, Wodna Street). It was con structed of wood, and
ad ja cent to the hos pi tal was a small chapel, these two build -
ings cre at ing a sin gle, co her ent ar chi tec tural struc ture.
Un for tu nately, the build ing was burnt down dur ing the
Swed ish in va sion, be ing re built later. 

There is no doubt that in the thriv ing mid- seventeenth
cen tury, the royal city of Urzędów had as per ma nent resi -
dents, at least one phy si cian, who could count, due to the
wealth of the towns peo ple, on hav ing many “cli ents”. At the
end of the six teenth cen tury, resi dents could also re ceive
treat ment from at least one barber- surgeon, who set bro ken
bones, per formed op era tions and treated wounds [16]. 

In 1937, the Health care Cen ter in Urzędów was set up, to -
gether with the Sta tion of Mother and Child Care, the
Anti- tuberculosis Clinic and the Anti- Venereal Clinic. Dur -
ing that time, apart from phy si cians, it was also pos si ble to
re ceive help from first- aid men, mid- wives and nurses.  

Spe cial at ten tion should be paid to the phy si cians who
worked dur ing the time of the Nazi- German oc cu pa tion.
Among these were Alo jzy Hev elke, who helped to treat
wounded sol diers, Dr Józef Ściegi enny who aided the sol -
diers of the Home Army, and Dr Lud wig Laszky Is rael – a
phy si cian of Jew ish ori gin who was mur dered, proba bly in
So bi dor.

Right af ter the war, the Health care Cen ter was most pro-
ba bly lo cated in a privately- owned  resi dence, and in 1955, it 
was trans ferred to a community- owned build ing. It was not
only un til 1989, at the ini tia tive of Dr. Mi rosław Bort -
kiewicz, that a build ing was con structed es pe cially for the
pur poses of the Health care Cen tre. At this time, op po site to
the Cen tre, from the ini tia tive of M. Pharm. Hen ryk
Dąbrowski, a phar macy was built. 

His tory of Urzędów’s phar ma cies 
The first re coded men tion of an in di vid ual at tempt ing to

set up a phar macy in Urzędów, ap pears in the year 1882.
Win centy Trzci ński, a prac tic ing phar ma cist from Kraśnik
wanted to set up branch phar macy in Urzędów. How ever,
the city authori ties did not agree his re quest (dated Janu ary
24, 1884). They quix oti cally jus ti fied their de ci sion by not -
ing that the phar macy in Kraśnik was lo cated only 8 verst
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away, the one in Bełżyce, 23Ľ, and the one in Opole, 20 verst
from Ur zedów. Moreo ver, since there was no phy si cian in
Urzędów at the time, no need for a phar macy ex isted. 

Fi nally, on August 28, 1885 the city authori ties re lented
and agreed that the right of open ing a phar macy should be
given to Win centy Trzci ński. Hence, on Janu ary 29, 1886,
the Gu bernya Gov ern ment agreed to open a ru ral phar macy
in Urzędów.  

This phar macy was, how ever, only open for less than
2 years. In a re port dated De cem ber 2, 1888, a phy si cian
from Janów County wrote that the phar macy in Urzędów
was closed. There was no doc tor in the vil lage, thus lead ing
a phar macy turned out to be un prof it able [3]. 

On Feb ru ary 28, 1893, by the power of the Gov er nor of
the Lublin Area, again per mis sion was granted to open a ru -
ral phar macy in Urzędów, this time by Prowi zor Andrzej
Mi chalewski (1855–1912) [4]. His phar macy was lo cated in
the vi cin ity of the rec tory. It was a wooden build ing with a
porch and a base ment. Un for tu nately, dur ing the First World 
War, in 1915, the build ing was burnt down. 

In 1916, Władysław Sawa came to Urzędów, where he
de cided to as sist Mi chalina Mi chalewka in run ning the phar -
macy af ter the death of her hus band. Be cause the origi nal
Mi chalewski phar macy was burnt down, he re- established it, 

rent ing at a dif fer ent lo ca tion at his own ex panse. In 1917, as
a part ner, he re ceived a con ces sion for run ning a phar macy
that was is sued by the Ger man oc cu pa tion authori ties. From
that time un til his re tire ment, with the con sent of the heirs of
the Mi chalewski fam ily, he ran the phar macy on his own. In
1925, Władysław Sawa pur chased the phar macy con ces sion
in full and be came its le gal owner. 

The phar macy was lo cated in the house of Ta deusz
Więckowski. At the time, the en trance was di rectly from the
street and there was no stair case as there is to day. In those
times, it was pos si ble to buy any thing in the phar macy: start -
ing from oint ments for sca bies, to medi ca tions for horses.
On sale too was the con cocted ‘Aurora face- cream’, as well
as per fumes pro duced by Sawa him self, for ele gant la dies
[10]. 

Older citi zens of Urzędów re mem ber that in the phar -
macy, in full view of the cus tom ers, was an arm chair on
which a lit tle dog fre quently sat. In the same room, just near
the en trance, Sawa placed his newly- bought bike, which was 
then not a com mon ma chine, and there fore aroused great cu -
ri os ity, es pe cially among the young boys vis it ing the
phar macy. 

Władysław Sawa would ask lo cal peo ple and school chil -
dren to col lect vari ous herbs for him. Among his re quests
were the leaves of birch, net tle, bur dock, an as sort ment of
rhi zomes, vari ous stems, ber ries, etc. and “black grains from
ce real grain” – he was cer tainly talk ing about er got. 

The at tic of the Ele men tary School lo cated in the Ran -
kowski sub urb turned out to be the per fect place for dry ing
the herbs. When the war broke out, there was no time to col -
lect the last batch of dry ing herbs and the place be came
for got ten. It was not un til 1990, when the build ing was de -
mol ished, that these herbs were re- found [11].

The fur ni ture for the phar macy were or dered from a re -
nowned car pen ter – Wences las Panas. This fur ni ture re mained
in the build ing of the phar macy un til it was moved to the
Hev elke Street. Then they were taken by Pro fes sor Głowniak
to his fam ily phar macy “Melissa” in Lublin. They are there
un til this day, prop erly re stored and pre served, giv ing the
shop its spe cial am bi ence.

Fig. 3. Phar macy la bels from the Win centy Trzci ński’s phar macy,
1887
(source: The State Archive of Lublin)

Fig. 4. A frag ment of the Urzędów mar ket square with the phar macy
in the back ground, 1913
(source: Photoclub of The Community Cultural Centre in Urzędów)

Fig. 5. The base ment of Micha lewski’s phar macy
(source: private collection of  The Bortkiewicz family)
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Władysław Sawa was born on Oc to ber 5, 1882, in Ad -
amc zowice, in the San dom ier ski County, in the Kieleckie
Voivode ship, in an edu cated fam ily.  In 1893, he was ac -
cepted at a gym na sium in San dom ierz and gradu ated from it
af ter fin ish ing the fourth class. In 1898, he be gan his ap pren -
tice ship in a phar macy in Ra dom. Af ter meet ing all the
re quire ments, he con tin ued gain ing his phar ma ceu ti cal
knowl edge at the Uni ver sity of Do prat, from which he
gradu ated in 1903. Prior to his time in  Urzędów, he worked
in phar ma cies in Ra dom, Męc iny, Kielce, San dom ierz and
Kalisz [2]. 

In 1916, he came to Urzędów, where from Janu ary 1,
1917, he was the di rec tor of the phar macy. Dur ing that time,
there was no phy si cian in the vil lage, thus peo ple turned for
help to the lo cal phar ma cist, who gave ad vice, pre pared me -
dica ments and pro vided in for ma tion and help.  He aided the
citi zens of the town, not only as a pro fes sional phar ma cist,
but also by be ing in volved in the so cial life of Urzędów.
Władysław Sawa was a big hearted man. What is more, he

was also a pas sion ate gar dener. He led even ing courses for
adults or gan ized by the di rec tor of a school, Mi chał Pękal -
ski, who placed great em pha sis on edu ca tion. Władysław
Sawa taught young women how to or gan ize gar dens, how to
grow flow ers and or na men tal shrubs. Dur ing the Sec ond
World War, he took care of the ill citi zens of Urzędów, the
wounded, es caped pris on ers, in car cer ated prisoners- of- war
and lo cal citi zens. He was the head chair men of the lo cal
char ity or gani za tion, which made a list of those who were
brought to the at ten tion of the or gani za tion. Amongst these,
they dis trib uted food pack ages, clothes and medi cine. 

In those tragic times, many of our sol diers rot ted in prison
camps lo cated in Ger many. Those peo ple also needed sup -
port and care from their com pa tri ots. Dur ing the first three
years of the war, Sawa per son ally sent 447 pack ages for 288
prisoners- of- war. What is more, in his phar macy, there was
a “box” which made it pos si ble to com mu ni cate in con spir -
acy be tween vari ous or gani za tions [6]. 

This man con sid ered it his duty to help oth ers. There was
noth ing un usual in his be hav ior, a nor mal hu man re ac tion.
What is more, he had all of his fam ily in volved in such ac -
tivi ties. His daugh ter re mem bers that when they were short
on money:
mother would sell off vari ous ob jects and bought eggs, dried
sau sage, butter and ba con which she smoked in the gar den,
she also baked buns and bread. I, on the other hand was to
pack all the things. I tried to get card board boxes and filled
them with the things pre pared by my mother, and some times
when my fa ther was asked for it, with cloth ing, warm un der -
wear, and medi ca tions. And I car ried these five kilo gram
boxes to the post of fice... [5].

Here, it is worth men tion ing the his tory of a Jew ish phy si -
cian, Doc tor Lud wik Izrael Laszky, who to gether with his
wife Sara, came to Urzędów at the end of 1941, half a year
be fore the ac tion which was set at de port ing all the Jews
from Urzędów. He was a sen ior of fi cer in the Aus trian army,
and he was moved to Urzędów from Vi enna. Here, he was
very dedi cated to his pro fes sional work and mostly treated
lo cal Jews. A day be fore the sched uled de por ta tion of Jews
from Urzędów, Laszka was warned by one of the Home
Army of fi cers. The of fi cer ex plained that the sup posed la bor 
camps were in fact, death camps. He sug gested that, to gether 
with his wife, they can come to the Home Army head quar -
ters lo cated in the for est where there is a great need for a
phy si cian, es pe cially with a sur gi cal spe ciali za tion such as
Lasz ky’s. To eve ry body’s sur prise, he re fused to ac cept the
of fer and vol un tar ily went to his death. Be fore that, Dr
Laszky gave im por tant docu ments to Władysław Sawa, with 
a re quest to send them onto his fam ily in the United States
af ter the war. 

In Oc to ber 1944, Władysław Sawa was ar rested and im -
pris oned in Lublin Cas tle, which served dur ing the war as a
Ge stapo prison, and post- war, as a se cret po lice prison. Al -
though he sur vived the war, he was not re leased un til June
1945. His poor diet and the poor con di tions of in car cera tion
led him to los ing a leg. Still he re cov ered his health enough
to re turn to run ning the phar macy, and from 1951, af ter na -
tion ali za tion, he was its first di rec tor. He died on August 3,
1953. 

Fig. 6. The view of the mar ket square from the 50s; at the en trance to
the phar macy, in a white apron, we proba bly see Wla dys law Sawa
talk ing with resi dents or his pa tients
(source: Photoclub of The Community Cultural Centre in Urzędów)

Fig. 7. Cabinets and shelves for storing medicines
(source: “Melisa” pharmacy in Lublin)
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On Janu ary 9, 1951, based on newly- enacted regu la tion
by the Min is try of Health which pushed for the na tion ali za -
tion of privately- owned phar ma cies, Władysław Sa wa’s
phar macy be came pub lic prop erty. From then un til the ‘90’s, 
it went by the name “So cial Phar macy in Urzędów NR 60”.
This phar macy was lo cated in Ta deusz Więckowski’s build -
ing lo cated on 27 Ry nek Street. 

 The sec ond di rec tor ship of the newly na tion al ized phar -
macy was given to M. Pharm Grażyna Sawa- Adamska, the
daugh ter of Władysław Sawa, who dur ing her stud ies, had
helped her fa ther in the family- owned busi ness. Her hus -
band, Stanisław Ad am ski (phar ma ceu ti cal tech ni cian), also
worked with her, and to gether, they ran the phar macy un til
1962. In that same year, a young M. Pharm Hen ryk
Dąbrowski, who was born in Krac ze wice, near Ponia towa,
be came the third di rec tor of the phar macy. He was not only
dedi cated to the phar macy, but also to the gov ern ing phar -
ma ceu ti cal as so cia tion of the Lublin area. 

In the Autumn of 1984, from the ini tia tive of M. Pharm
Dąbrowska and the Ce farm com pany,   a new phar macy was
con structed, lo cated at 1, Dr Alo jzy Hev elke Street, op po site 
the Health care Cen ter. The cere mo nial open ing of the new
phar macy took place on May 12, 1990, and was the fo cal
point of the that year’s Urzędów Days.

Af ter the phar macy was moved to the new build ing, the
old phar macy build ing was turned into a gro cery store, and
then, af ter be ing reno vated, a sec ond phar macy called “Con -
val laria” was opened there in 1995. The owner of the
phar macy is M. Pharm Zofia Len kiewicz. 
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Fig. 8. The build ing at 27 Ry nek Street, in which a phar macy was
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Fig.  9. The new phar macy build ing lo cated at the 1 Hev elke Street
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